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the year past, the year to come
As 2021 approaches, we're reflecting on a year unlike any other at the library. When the
Covid-19 pandemic forced us to close in the spring, we found new opportunities behind the
scenes and beyond our doors, organizing curbside pickup, expanding our books-by-mail
program, answering reference questions over the phone, and much more. As we reopened for
in-person service over the summer and fall, we were overwhelmed by the warmth of visitors
excited by what we had to offer, from assisting with job applications and health questions to
scheduling appointments so families could return in joy and safety to the children's area.
We remain grateful for our patrons’ understanding as we strive to be more flexible, more
resilient, and more imaginative than ever heading into an uncertain winter. What is certain is
the fact that libraries are as essential to the health of their communities as they have been
since Benjamin Franklin founded Philadelphia’s Library Company in 1731. Here in Minnesota in
2020, the layout of our buildings might be different, our librarians might be masked, and our
events might take place on screens, but the spirit of the library is alive in Blue Earth County.
The challenges of the past year have only strengthened our mission of encouraging life-long
learning and enriching lives. As we continue to grow and adapt in the coming months, we’re
proud to be able to provide every member of our community with the support and resources
they need to feel informed, engaged, and uplifted in these difficult times.
We couldn’t do any of this without you—thank you for your continued patronage of the library!
We are humbled by the goodwill of friends and neighbors like you, and your kindness fortifies
us in our commitment to serve our community with passion and gratitude.
Wishing you and your loved ones a safe and restful holiday season, and a happy New Year,

the Blue Earth County Library staff

our Favorite adult Books of 2020
Fiction

Fiction

The Book of Longings

The Gimmicks
Chris McCormick

Sue Monk Kidd
An

first

A masterpiece of storytelling, set after

century about a woman who finds her

the Armenian genocide, that illuminates

voice and her destiny.

the impact of history on ordinary lives.
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novel
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twin

turns with substance and depth.

live in two very different worlds.

Fiction

Fiction

The Winemaker's Wife
Kristin Harmel

sisters,

inseparable as children, who choose to

In Five Years
Rebecca Serle

A moving story set amid the champagne

A

vineyards of France during the darkest

story following an ambitious lawyer who

days of World War II.

experiences an astonishing vision.
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Anxious People
Fredrik Backman

striking,

powerful,

and

moving

love

The Invisible Life of Addie LaRue

V.E. Schwab

An ingeniously constructed story about

In this dazzling adventure over centuries

the

and continents, a young woman learns

enduring

power

of

friendship,

forgiveness, and hope.

how far she will go to leave her mark.

Nonfiction

Nonfiction

Intimations
Zadie Smith

Minor Feelings
Cathy Park Hong

This slim essay collection is suffused with

A ruthlessly honest, emotionally charged,

a profound intimacy and tenderness in

utterly

response to these extraordinary times.

American consciousness and struggle.

Nonfiction

Poetry

Stranger Faces
Namwali Serpell

An Incomplete List of Names
Michael Torres

Essays on the racially ambiguous face,

This astonishing debut poetry collection

the digital face, and the face of the

illuminates the artist’s struggle to make

dead probe contemporary mythologies.

sense of disparate identities.

original

exploration

Visit beclibrary.org/calendar for details of upcoming events,
and find us on Facebook and Instagram for more virtual fun!
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our Favorite kids' Books of 2020
Picture Book

Junior Fiction

Once I Was a Bear
Irene Luxbacher

The Runaway Princess
Johan Troïanowski

A
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beguiling,

and

This

princess

can’t
her

the

parents

lure

of

aren’t

on

conmforting tale about adapting
to change and finding your place.

board in this fantastical graphic novel.

Picture Book

but

resist

adventure,

Junior Fiction
The Lonely Heart of Maybelle Lane

I Am Every Good Thing
Derrick Barnes

Kate O'Shaughnessy

An upbeat, empowering, important

Maybelle Lane is looking for her father,

picture

but on the road she finds so much more:

book

from

the

team

that

created the award-winning Crown.

courage, brains, heart, and true friends.

Picture Book

Junior Fiction

Wild Symphony
Dan Brown

Clean Getaway
Nic Stone

A mindful, humorous, musical, and

A middle-grade road-trip story through

uniquely entertaining book, which

landmarks of the Civil Rights movement

comes with original compositions.

and the map they lay for the present.

So far in 2020, Blue Earth County
Library patrons checked out...

151,204 books
29,958 ebooks
21,640 DVDs
4,411 audiobooks
1,951 interlibrary loans
1,056 magazines
plus games, kits, etc.

That's... a whole lot of library!
Thank you!

Young Adult Fiction

The Enigma Game
Elizabeth Wein
An exhilarating thriller that finds three
young people united to decode a secret
that could turn the tide of World War II.

Library Services
Mankato: Monday-Friday 10a-6p & Saturday 10a-4p
Browsing by Appointment

No-Contact Pickup

Appointment recommended;

Please call 507-304-4001 or visit

please call 507-304-4001.

beclibrary.org/NoContact-Pickup.

45-minute appointments start

Pickup is located outside the staff

at the top of each hour.

entrance/book drop on the north

Capacity is limited.

(bridge) side of the building.

Masks are required.

Books by Mail

Computer & Printer Usage

Please call 507-304-4001 or visit

Appointment recommended;

beclibrary.org/NoContact-Pickup

please call 507-304-4001.

to place an order.

45-minute appointments start

Visiting the Children's Wing

at the top of each hour.

Appointment required. Please call

Capacity is limited.

507-304-4001 to schedule.

Masks are required.

25- or 45-minute appointments.

Wireless Internet Access

Capacity is limited to one family or

Available 24/7 in the area

group at a time.

surrounding the library.

Masks are required.

Mapleton: Mon-Fri 1p-5p & Lake Crystal: Mon-Fri 10a-4p
No Contact Pickup

Wireless Internet Access

No appointment needed.
Located inside the library.
Masks are required.

Available during regular library hours.

Other Services Are Not Currently
Available at the Branch Locations.

Please note that the BEC libraries will
close on Thursday, December 24 and
Friday, December 25 for Christmas.
We will close early (at 5pm) on
Thursday, December 31 and be closed
on Friday, January 1 as well as
Monday, January 18 for MLK Day.

"You can travel all over the world from inside a library,
page upon page." - Stanley Crouch, 1945-2020

www.beclibrary.org
507-304-4001

