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February is National Library Lovers' Month, and here at the BECLS, we're thinking of all the
patrons and community members whose love of the library has helped us to weather the
storm—and find the silver lining—of the last year. Since the onset of the pandemic, we've
provided patrons with over 150,000 books, audiobooks, ebooks, movies, and other materials;
enabled more than 2000 hours of computer and wi-fi access; and hosted more than 70
virtual book club meetings, Maker Monday craft classes, author talks, and storytimes—for
both kids and adults!
Staff

members

also

attended

the

Minnesota

Library

Association's

virtual

conference,

learning about amazing literary initiatives throughout our state. We transitioned our flagship
children's Summer Reading Program to suit these socially-distanced days, moving our events
online and sending activity kits home each week. We fielded phone calls, waived late fees,
and even jumped a car. We learned new technologies, stepped up our social media game,
and figured out how to keep our masks from fogging up our glasses (#librarianproblems).
Throughout, we have been buoyed and encouraged by the kind words of our community:
thank you, thank you. This Library Lovers' Month, we hope you know how much we love our
patrons—and how excited we are to keep adapting, innovating, and celebrating the joy of
reading together.

If you'd like to send the library a valentine, please consider:
Joining the Friends of the Deep Valley Libraries.
Making a donation in honor of someone you love.
Buying the library a book, movie, or subscription.
Sharing your love of the library with your local paper,
radio station, or even just your Facebook page!
Visiting our website to sign up for digital editions of
this newsletter—and telling a friend to do the same!

upcoming events
Maker Mondays Are Back!
Visit our website (beclibrary.org) to get all
the details about our popular Maker Monday
series, which includes these great projects:
February 1: Felt Heart
February 8: Pom Pom Garland
February 22: Paint Dip

Join Us For Storytime Online!
Visit beclibrary.org for storytime every Tuesday
and

Thursday

available

for

at

10:30am,

pick-up!

Our

with
stellar

activity

kits

storytellers

include Dance Express's Miss Mitzi, Sister Rita
Anne from Good Counsel's Learning Academy,
and speech therapist Stephanie Blume!

Library Lovers' Reading Challenge
Log your reading by collecting colorful heart badges
and earn a Valentine's prize you are sure to love! Visit
beclibrary.org or call 507-304-4001 for more details.

February 23: Blue Earth County Library Book Club
Join us (online!) on February 23 at 6pm to discuss Before We Were Yours,
a novel by bestselling author Lisa Wingate. Call 507-304-4001 to request
a copy of the book and visit beclibrary.org for the Zoom link.

Please note that the Blue Earth County libraries will be closed
on Monday, February 15th in observance of Presidents' Day.

Visit beclibrary.org/calendar for upcoming event details,
and find us on Facebook & Instagram for more virtual fun!

new & notable on the shelves
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Adult Fiction
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Graphic Novels

City of the Plague God
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Everyone's

favorite
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are
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Library Services
Mankato: Monday-Friday 10a-6p & Saturday 10a-4p
Browsing by Appointment

No-Contact Pickup

Appointment recommended;

Please call 507-304-4001 or visit

please call 507-304-4001.

beclibrary.org/NoContact-Pickup.

45-minute appointments start

Pickup is located outside the staff

at the top of each hour.

entrance/book drop on the north

Capacity is limited.

(bridge) side of the building.

Masks are required.

Books by Mail

Computer & Printer Usage

Please call 507-304-4001 or visit
beclibrary.org/NoContact-Pickup

Appointment recommended;

to place an order.

please call 507-304-4001.
45-minute appointments start

Visiting the Children's Wing

at the top of each hour.

Appointment required. Please call

Capacity is limited.

507-304-4001 to schedule.

Masks are required.

25- or 45-minute appointments.

Wireless Internet Access

Capacity is limited to one family or

Available 24/7 in the area

group at a time.

surrounding the library.

Masks are required.

Lake Crystal: Monday-Friday
Computer Usage: 11a-3p

Mapleton: Monday-Friday
Computer Usage: 2p-4p

Appointment required. Please

Appointment required. Please

call 507-726-2726 to schedule.

call 507-524-3513 to schedule.

45-minute appointments.

45-minute appointments.

Masks are required.

Masks are required.

No-Contact Pickup: 10a-4p

No-Contact Pickup: 1p-5p

No appointment needed.

No appointment needed.

Located inside the library.

Located inside the library.

Masks are required.

Masks are required.

“It wasn't that time stopped in the library. It was as if it
were captured, collected here, and in all libraries—and not
only my time, my life, but all human time as well. In the
library, time is dammed up—not just stopped but saved.”
— Susan Orlean, The Library Book

www.beclibrary.org
507-304-4001

